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This was, indeed, a very great attempt to build a
synthesis, and although in later days an over-emphasis
on the last aim and the consequent neglect of the
others disturbed the social equilibrium for a while,,
it cannot however be denied that the steadfast follow-
ing of all these aims by the people produced vast
results^ so brilliantly described in the great epics.
In the Ramayana the ethical side of man's nature is
given an extreme importance and its fulfilment is
sought through the sincere performance of the duties
formulated by the ancients. It pictures an age of
heroic action and of an early and finely moral civi-
lisation; whereas the Mahabharata reflects a puissant
intellectualism, the victorious and manifold mental
activity of the age, which gives its character to the
culture then prevalent in the country. Heroic actioa
there was, but it had in it more of thought than ia
the Ramayana.

There is no doubt that all the human activities
depicted in these two grand expressions of the crea-
tive soul of India were inspired by the ancient ideals*
although a tendency towards external formation and
construction both in the social and mental life, for
which the periods mainly stood, detracted from their
effort to re-vision the past in its true light. Hence the
curve of India's adventure went further down making
an* arc from where it had started and remained con-
fined for a time to the region of the mind; but, we may-
repeat, the curve was a luminous one, and the mind of
India was sustained by its innate spiritual inclination,